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EU-Canada CETA – Timeline, next steps and practical information for EU food and drink exporters

Timeline and next steps

· 30 October 2016: the EU and Canada signed the CETA agreement
· 15 February 2017: the European Parliament gave its consent 
· Provisional application of CETA: The European Parliament consent paves the way for CETA to enter into force provisionally. Both parties have to notify each other that they have completed the necessary steps for provisional application to take effect. Provisional application will bring most parts of CETA into force i.e. all parts falling under the EU’s exclusive competence (approx. 90 % of the agreement; this includes tariffs on goods). 

In October 2016, the Council adopted a decision stipulating which provisions are excluded from provisional application. The main exclusions from the scope of provisional application are: 
· Investment protection 
· Investment market access with regards to portfolio investment
· the Investment Court System 

· According to a 15 February EP Press Release, “The CETA deal could apply provisionally on the first day of the second month following the date both sides have notified each other that they completed all necessary internal procedures. MEPs expect this to be the case on 1 April 2017 at the earliest.” 

· CETA tariff schedule 
How to read the CETA schedule: “In terms of tariff elimination, CETA uses a negative list approach. This means that, unless a tariff code is listed in a Party’s Tariff Schedule in CETA, the tariff applicable on the import of that product will be eliminated immediately upon entry into force of CETA.” 

EU and Canadian tariff concessions: http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/campaign-campagne/ceta-aecg/find_your_tariff_rate-trouvez_votre_taux_tarifaire.aspx?lang=eng 

· The full text of the CETA agreement: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/html/152806.htm 

· Full ratification and entry into force of CETA (may take several years to complete): As the European Commission decided to propose CETA for signature as a ‘mixed agreement’, CETA will be fully ratified once all national and regional parliaments in the EU Member States approve the deal.

*****

	Practical information for EU food and drink exporters

	
· How to read the CETA schedule
http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/campaign-campagne/ceta-aecg/find_your_tariff_rate-trouvez_votre_taux_tarifaire.aspx?lang=eng

· Step-by-Step Guide to Importing Commercial Goods into Canada
http://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/import/guide-eng.html

Canadian Food Inspection Agency
· Food Imports 
http://inspection.gc.ca/food/imports/eng/1323714792490/1323715949260 

· Automated Import Reference System (AIRS)
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/imports/airs/eng/1300127512994/1300127627409# 

· Good Importing Practices for Food 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/imports/commercial-importers/good-importing-practices/eng/1376630080078/1377849177191 

· General Principles of Food Hygiene, Composition and Labelling 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/non-federally-registered/safe-food-production/general-principles/eng/1352919343654/1352920880237

· Guide to Food Safety 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/non-federally-registered/safe-food-production/guide/eng/1352824546303/1352824822033 

· HACCP Generic Models and Commodity-Specific Food Safety Guidance Documents 
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/food/safe-food-production-systems/haccp-generic-models-and-guidance-documents/eng/1374992202076/1374992233926

· Canada Agricultural Products Act 
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-0.4/

· Canada – Food and Drugs Act 
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/f-27/

· Canada – Consumer Packaging and Labelling Act 
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-38/

Other useful reports

· USDA FAS – Gain Report – Canada Exporter Guide – An Exporting Resource Manual (December 2016)
· USDA – FAS – Gain Report – Canada – Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards (December 2016)


	Canada – Agriculture and Food Trade Shows

	
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/industry-markets-and-trade/agriculture-and-food-trade-show-service/canada/?id=1410072148326 


	Geographical Indications in CETA

	
“CETA - Chapter 20 on intellectual property has a section on geographical indications (GIs). The EU succeeded in securing protection for a large number of European GIs on the Canadian market. Annex 20-A lists a total of 173 geographical indications for products originating in the EU. This list can be amended by mutual consent in the future (Article 20.22).”
Source: EPRS Briefing on CETA (January 2017) 

---

“Canada has granted the highest level of protection to the great majority of [the EU] proposed list of
145 names, with the partial exception of 21 names, which conflicted with names already in use in Canada. In these cases, we have found tailor-made solutions. “

For further details, please read CETA – Summary of the final negotiating results (February 2016) ;
page  14-16. 


	DG TRADE – Information on the EU-Canada CETA agreement

	
· Dedicated CETA website
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ceta/

· CETA explained - Creating new opportunities for your business
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ceta/ceta-explained/ 

· Why CETA? (Interviews and examples) 
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/focus/index.cfm?sitelang=en&focusid=1620 

· The Benefits of CETA and exporters' stories
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2016/july/tradoc_154775.pdf 

· CETA in your town website
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/in-focus/ceta/ceta-in-your-town/ 
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